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NOTES AND NEWS. 

Edited by W. D. Cairns, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Dr. W. S. Franklin has resigned from his position as professor of physics in 
Lehigh University. 

A "School algebra — first course," by Rietz, Crathoene and Taylor appears 
in the press of Henry Holt and Company. 

Dr. G. H. Graves, of Columbia University, has been appointed instructor 
in mathematics in Purdue University. 

President Robert S. Woodward, of Carnegie Institution, and Professor 
Arthur G. Webster, of Clark University, have been chosen from the American 
Mathematical Society to membership on the Naval Advisory Board of Inventions. 

John Howard Van Amrinoe, professor emeritus of mathematics in Columbia 
University, a member of the Columbia faculty for fifty years up to his retirement 
in 1910, died September 10. 

Mr. F. E. Carr has returned to a position in the department of mathematics 
in Oberlin College after two years of study in the graduate school of the University 
of Chicago. 

In Science for September 10 Professor G. A. Miller discusses critically the 
article by Professor E. Borel in the April number of Revue du Mois, in which he 
asserts that in this country, as in Germany, the prevailing tendency in estimating 
scientific achievements is to emphasize quantity rather than quality. 

In the May- July number of Rendiconti del Circolo Matematico di Palermo 
appear two articles by Americans: "The restricted problem of three bodies," by 
Professor G. D. Birkhoff, and "On the degree of approximation to discontinuous 
functions by trigonometric sums," by Charles E. Wilder, of Cambridge, Mass. 

The Macmillan Company has published "Modern instruments and methods 
of calculation," a hand-book of the Napier tercentenary exhibition, under the 
editorship of E. M. Horsburgh. The same press announces an "Historical 
introduction to mathematical literature" by Professor G. A. Miller. 

An address entitled "Forty years' fluctuations in mathematical research," 
by Professor H. S. White, which was read before the Vassar faculty club and 
the Columbia University mathematical colloquium, is printed in Science for 
July 23. 

N. C. Grimes, formerly professor of mathematics in the University of Arizona 
and lately assistant in mathematics in the University of Illinois, has accepted a 
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position in the University of Oregon as professor of mathematics and secretary 
to the President. 

Dr. Nathan Altshiller, of the mathematical staff in the University of 
Washington, has resigned there to accept an instructorship in mathematics in 
the University of Colorado, taking effect in September of the present year. 

A meeting of Missouri teachers of collegiate mathematics was also held at 
St. Louis on Saturday, November 27, in conjunction with the Southwestern 
Section of the American Mathematical Society. A further report of this meeting 
will appear in the December Monthly. 

Professor F. Cajoei has returned to his teaching in Colorado College after a 
year abroad. After attending the Napier tercentenary at Edinburgh, he spent 
most of the year in Oxford and London in research connected with the history 
of mathematics. Other parts of the year he spent in travel in France, Italy, 
Switzerland, and Germany. 

The Fall Announcement of New Macmillan Books includes the title "His- 
torical Introduction to Mathematical Literature," by Professor G. A. Miller. 
The work "aims to give a brief account of the most important modern mathe- 
matical activities such as the mathematical societies, mathematical congresses, 
and periodical publications." 

J. K. Sinclair, professor emeritus of mathematics in Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, died September 12 after two years of increasingly failing health. 
Because of his sickness the leave of absence of his daughter Dr. M. E. Sinclair 
of Oberlin College was extended for a year, her place being supplied by Mr. L. 
M. Coffin, a graduate of the University of Maine and a master of arts in the 
University of Michigan. 

The North-Eastern Ohio Teachers' Association was held in Cleveland October 
22 and 23. At the departmental meeting for mathematics Mr. P. C. Bickel of 
the Alliance high school presented a paper on "How much time per week for 
supervision in the study of mathematics?" and Mr. H. A. Tuttle of Rayen 
high school, Youngstown, a paper on "The present trend in mathematical 
teaching — is it wise?" 

In School Science and Mathematics for October J. H. Weaver, of the West 
Chester (Pa.) high school, presents the principal methods of the Greeks for attack- 
ing "The trisection problem"; M. O. Tripp, of Olivet College, points out the 
importance of "Symmetry in elementary geometry"; and J. V. Collins, of the 
Stevens Point (Wis.) State Normal School, discusses "Rational vs. mechanical 
methods in teaching mathematics." 
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In the Proceedings of the Society for the Promotion of Engineering Education 
appears the preliminary report of the committee on cooperation with secondary 
schools, under the chairmanship of H. E. Webb, Central Commercial and Manual 
Training High School, Newark, N. J. The' report urges the fuller recognition 
of the worth of high-school training for its own sake, a greater willingness to accept 
at its face value the judgment of a high-school teacher as to the ability of his 
pupils, and the elimination of the waste between the lower and higher institutions 
which is at present involved in the repetition of numerous topics in mechanical 
drawing, manual training, mathematics, physics and chemistry. 

The sixth number of the first volume of the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences contains an article by Professor F. R. Moulton on the 
"Solution of an infinite system of differential equations of the analytic type" 
and another by Professor Henry Blumberg entitled "On the factorization of 
various types of expressions." The seventh number contains articles by Pro- 
fessor W. B. Ford on "The representation of arbitrary functions by definite 
integrals" and by Professor W. D. MacMillan on "Some theorems connected 
with irrational numbers." The eighth number contains an article by Professor 
H. S. White on " Seven points on a twisted cubic curve." 

The first meeting of the Kansas association of teachers of college mathematics 
was held at Topeka, Kansas, November 12. This meeting was the result of a 
movement initiated in the spring of 1915 for the improvement of teaching col- 
legiate mathematics in the colleges of Kansas. It is a part of a nation wide move- 
ment having the same end. The temporary committee of organization con- 
sisted of Professor A. J. Hoare of Fairmount College, Professor T. J. Mergen- 
dahl of Emporia College, and Professor S. Lefschetz of the University of Kansas. 
About fifteen representatives attended the meeting and a permanent organization 
was effected with Professor Hoare as president. A paper was presented by 
Professor W. A. Harshbarger of Washburn College on " What courses for the 
mathematical student beyond the calculus." The paper was discussed by 
Professor B. L. Remick of the State Agricultural College and Professor W. H. 
Garret of Baker University. It will appear in the December issue of the 
Monthly as a reply to question 27 in the department of Questions and Dis- 
cussions. 

This action of the college teachers of mathematics in Kansas is the first step 
in a movement that promises to grow rapidly. Definite plans are already formed 
for a similar organization in Ohio during the Christmas holidays, in conjunction 
with the meeting to be called for organizing a new national mathematical associa- 
tion, which is to be held at Columbus on Thursday, December 30, at ten o'clock 
in Page Hall of Ohio State University. 



